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Another di Mentshn

by Christopher Key
ckey@whatcomindy.com

to Millie and the Ment-
shn’s new CD and try to
write an objective review. The
amazing Bellingham klezmer
band could stir passions in a
stone statue, so I won't pre-
tend to be anything other than
a fan, in the truest sense of
that word.
What's not to like?
There doesn't
seem to be any lim-
its to what this tal-
ented aggregation
can do. In Another di
Mentshn, they bold-
ly go...well, you
know. Lead singer
and arranger Millie
Johnson explained
the origins of the
title.

Idefy anyone to listen

Millie and the Mentshn have released a new (D that
defies time and space, appropriately entitled Another

her extraordinary voice.

The band’s productions are
what used to be called “concept
albums.”

Like a well-written dramatic
presentation, they tell a compel-
ling story. They will make you
laugh and cry and dance and
sing along, all within the con-
fines of a single CD.

All of this musical mag-
nificence would be wasted, of
course, if the recording and mix-
ing weren't up to snuff.
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“While Mentshn of Mentshn.
It (the previous CD)
containsmany songs
trom the ghettoes and concen-

tration camps, this CD moves
into another dimension, add-
ing songs from folks who sur-
vived,” she said. “That's why,
this time, I book-ended with
songs associated with Tin Pan
Alley artists.”

From the starting and end-
ing points in Tin Pan Alley,
the music darts around the
globe from Turkey to Spain
to the Ukraine. It's actually a
thoroughly painless lesson in
history and geography, thanks
to Johnson's meticulous liner
notes.

There are some musical les-
sons to be learned, as well. Fa-
miliar phrases jump out here
and there, bringing delightful
surprises when you learn their
origins.

It's always a pleasure to hear
musicians so accomplished
that they make the difficult
seem effortless.

Ken Bronstein on oboe,
Phil Heaven on violin, Lou
Lippman on piano, and War-
ren Palken on drums and per-
cussion join Johnson at this
rare level of achievement.

Johnson's arranging is so
straightforward that you have
to listen actively in order to
appreciate the subtle com-
plexities. I've long since run
out of adjectives to describe

cording made sure every deli-
cious note can be heard and
band member Phil Heaven of
Soundings of the Planet was the
obvious choice to do the artful
mix.

As mentioned (no pun in-
tended) in a previous article, the
band has drawn international
attention by being invited to the
first annual Klezfiesta in Buenos
Ajires, Brazil later this year.

To help finance their trip, the
band will be hosting a CD re-
lease party at 3 p.m. on June 22
at the Bellingham Unitarian Fel-
lowship. The event is free, but
donations will be gratefully ac-
cepted.

The band will be playing mu-
sic from all three of their CDs, all
of which will also be on sale.

“As a special enticement, lo-
cal playwright Marla Bronstein
has written some short dramatic
vignettes to accompany music
from our first CD, Homeland to
Heartland,"” Johnson said. “She’s
using excerpts from the journals
of my ancestors.”

Don't wait for that event to be-
come a Millie and the Mentshn
true believer.

The new CD is available only
at www.MillieAndTheMentshn.
com until after the release party.

Now, if you'll excuse me, I re-
ally need to go listen to Another
di Mentshn again.




