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Police ticketing targets WWU students

w320 fines given for cars
parked more than 24 hours

by IANTYSON

jan@whatcomindy.com

BELLINGHAM - The Bellingham Police Depart-
ment has stepped up its parking enforcement
this week, issuing dozens of tickets along Gar-
den, Indian and 21st streets.

On 21st Street, nearly every second car along
several city blocks was issued a violation. Traf-
fic Sgt. David Richards said the department has
upped issuing violations in the last two weeks
due to the presence of a fourth parking enforc-
er, who returned to duty on Jan. 1.

Richards agreed that “most” of the ticketing
was done near the Western Washington Univer-
sity (WWU) campus, and said the target areas
probably had “more students that parked there
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have not moved.

Parking tickets were handed out this week along Garden, Indian and 21st streets, many of them
for over-staying the 24-hour limit for parking in one spot.Tires are chalked to identify cars that
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m Not for determining
guilt or innocence,
Teen Court deter-
mines punishment

by SARA L. GEBALLE

sara@whatcomindy.com

COUNTY — One Wednesday evening
each month, the cases of four juve-
nile offenders are heard in Whatcom
County District Court.

When walking into the third-floor
courtrooms of the Whatcom County
Courthouse on those dates, things
look fairly normal, except for one glar-

Superior Court Judge Charles Snyder overseeing
Whatcom County’s Teen Court, which he helped
start. The county’s Teen Court is the first in the
state. Photo courtesy of Teen Court
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Judged by a group of their peers

ing difference: The judge, the jury, the
attorneys for both the defense and the
prosecution, the clerks, and even the
bailiff — are all high school students.

These students are charged with
running every aspect of each trial,
from swearing in those who testify,
to presenting arguments, to reaching
verdicts, to pronouncing sentences.

Whatcom County’s Teen Court,
which has been up and running since
1998, was the first of its kind in Wash-
ington State and is often used as a
model by other communities trying to
start their own.

Whatcom County Superior Court
Judge Charles Snyder said it all start-
ed when he read an article about a
similar concept in Texas. He soon
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‘ Photo courtesy ofTh Ballad of Baby Doe
Accessible American Opera

Check out our jam-packed Events Calen-
dar for details on this and other entertain-
ment! See pp. 12-13.

County School Levies

Bellingham School District:
Operating Levy: $22.3 million/year *
Tax on $300K home: $629

Bellingham School District:
Capital Projects: $2 million/year
Tax on $300K home: $56

Blaine School District:
Operating Levy: $5 million/year*
Tax on $300K home: $373

Blaine School District:
Capital Projects: $40 million

Ferndale School District:
Capital Projects: $21 million

Ferndale School District:
Capital Technical: $700,000/year
Tax on $300K home: $51

Lynden School District:
Operating Costs: $4.4 million/year *
Tax on $300K home: $659

Lynden School District:
Loan Repayment: $4 million

Meridian School District:
Operating Costs: $2.7 million/year*
Tax on $300K home: $772

Meridian School District:
Capital Projects: $23 million

Nooksack School District:
Operating Costs: $2.8 million/year*
Tax on $300K home:$913

Mt. Baker School District:
Operating Costs: $4.2 million/year*
Tax on $300K home: $836

* Indicates replacement levy. See Web site
for details: www.whatcomindy.com.
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“Man, am I frustrated with the
people who represent me in
Olympia.”

— Anonymous citizen,
Oly Watch on p. 5.

MAYOR PIKE REPORTS ON THE FIRST 100 DAYS, P.3
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by David Nordmark
writers@whatcomindy.com

ellingham-based singer-
Bsongwriter Jenni Potts
isn’t shy about putting
herself into her music. Her song
lyrics take what’s going on in-
side her, no matter how pain-
ful, and send it out for anyone
to hear.

At age 20, Potts has found an
outlet in her music. Maybe the
youthful angst goes into her lyr-
ics now and stays there, where it
can be enjoyed by her audience
rather than suffered through
alone.

“Sure, I sing like an angel, but 1
ain’t got no wings”

What is most prominent on
her EP, titled The Fourth, is her
voice. She said that her vocal
style acts as a counterpoint to
the pain in her lyrics.

“l usually get inspired by
painful things happening to
me,” she said. “But since my
songs sound pretty, I think peo-
ple can listen to them and kind
of be at peace about it.”

You can hear the pain in her
voice as she sings; she’s like a
wounded bird. Her voice is a
plaintive wail that evokes a feel-
ing that is less peaceful than it is
haunting.

Her songs aren’t an attack,
though. It doesn’t feel as though
she is lashing out in anger, or
trying to inflict her pain on oth-
ers. Instead, she’s letting the
audience inside so they can ob-
serve and empathize.

Jenni Potts
live

“I believed what you said when
you were lying on top of me”

Never having seen Potts
perform live, I can’t describe
the experience. But something
about her music makes me sus-
pect that it’s best suited to a live
performance in a small, intimate
venue. Listening to her music at
home on a stereo seems some-
how antiseptic. As I listen to
what she’s singing, I want to see
the person, her expressions as
she sings, and how she reacts to
the audience.

Potts said her personality on
stage doesn’t match up with the
feel of her songs.

“I'm really social with the au-
dience, but my songs are kind of
sad,” she said.

She describes her interaction
with the audience as alternating
between “bubbly” and making
the audience laugh.

“I do like playing live more
than anything in the whole
world,” she said. “I just feel
more myself and more calm on
stage.”

“I don’t know how it happened,
but somehow it turned into
lust”

At times in her music, some
hope peeks out from under the
layers of melancholy. There is a
love for life under the surface.
She wants things to work out,
and she can reach out to other
people, hoping to find some
trust there.

“What happened to you?”
she sings in her song “Friends.”
“You used to love me.”

Potts said about two-and-a
half years ago a friend took a
copy of a demo she had made
and gave it to Clickpop Records
without telling her. It turned out
they were interested, and since
then she’s been touring and will
soon be releasing a full-length
album.

Maybe it all ends well after
all. =WI

Jenny Potts live shows
March 8
Green Frog Acoustic Tavern,
902 N. State St.
March 14
Underground Coffeehouse,
WWU Viking Union.

by Jack Frymire
writers@whatcomindy.com

entshn It!, by Mil-
lie and the Men-
tshn, is a terrific

album, in fact, it is downright
addictive.

It's klezmer music, mostly
salvaged from the former Jew-
ish enclaves of Eastern Europe
obliterated in the Holocaust.

The Fiddler finally fell
from the roof, still playing.
But when that swinging beat
starts to pick up speed, a van-
ished community springs to
life and invites us to join the
dance. Our feet take on a life
of their own and we have no
choice but to come along for
the ride.

The “Mentshn” (Yiddish for
“guys”) are a four-man combo
and they’re fine players. But
this is Millie Johnson’s show.
Her soprano voice is as fresh
and clear as spring water, and
she is a master musician and
an enchanting storyteller.

The songs bear on their back
a great sack of grief, yet they

Special Mentshn

are never maudlin. Just reading
the dates of the composers and
poets  (1916-1943, 1916-1945)
breaks your heart. Johnson has
elected not to weep, but to cel-
ebrate and to witness.

Working from bare sketches,
she has used simple means to
craft loving arrangements of
great skill and imagination. It’s
hard to imagine a more spell-
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Millie and the Mentshn’s latest (D is called
Mentshn It! and will help support their trip to the
First International Klez Fiesta in Buenos Aires this
September.

Photo courtesy of Millie and the Mentshn

binding interpreter.

This is no mere anthology; it
has great bone structure.

The album is bookended by
two songs written as vehicles
for the legendary Molly Picon,
queen of the Second Avenue
Yiddish theatre on Manhattan’s
Lower East Side. The first one
introduces the performers. The
lyrics of the last, a kind of Hun-

3 an, were partisan fighters. She

= | the Gestapo at age 26. He sur-
& vived and lives in Israel at age
= 96.

| out of the depths. Her’s, “Birds
| Dozing,” is a lullaby, sung by

garian rhapsody, sum up the al-
lure of the music:

When you hear it, it seems so

simple,

And you have no idea

How deeply it moves the soul...

You want to hold on forever

1o the strains of the melody.

At the heart of the album
are two songs as haunting as
Schubert’s “Lieder.”

Both poets, a man and a wom-

was captured and executed by

His poem, entitled “Under
Your White Stare,” is a cry from

Death to an orphaned infant.
Both melodies are wreathed
in Ms. Johnson’s beautifully
wrought counterpoint.

These songs are separated
and surrounded by rousing,
strategically placed instrumen-
tal dances.

There is even a Yiddish tango,
played and sung to the hilt, fol-
lowed by the anthem of the
Depression, “Brother, Can You
Spare a Dime?” commemorat-
ing America’s own Diaspora
back in the Dust Bowl days.
It’s in English, delivered in the

Varmints™ By Rik Dalvit
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cw 11111|70s Show “Time |That 70s Show  CSI: Miami “The Oath” A policeman'’s The King of ‘The King of The Mountain  |Frasier “Junior ‘CSI: Miami “Not Landing” (TV14) |Cold Case “Bad Night” (TV14)
KSTW IsonMySide”  |“Angie” (TVPG) |murder is sketchy. (TV14) (HD) Queens (HD) |Queens (HD) |Experience Agent” (TV14)  |(HD) (HD)
IND 12|12 |Star Trek “By Any OtherName” _ |Cops Cops “Las Viegas, | %z “The Way We Were” (73, Romance) Barbra Streisand, Robert Redford. An | Will & Grace  |The King of ‘Planet X
Kvos Enterprise captured by aliens. (TVPG) Nevada” activist Ioves aman who can t put their political differences aside. (PG) (TV14) (HD) Queens (HD)
FOX  |;3]13(Friends (TV14) ‘Friends (TV14) [TwoandaHalf [TwoandaHalf |Cops“Coast ‘ America’s Most Wanted: America| Q13 FOX News @|Scrubs W MADtv AII -time best TV parodies.
KCPQ Men (TV14) (HD) |Men (TV14) (HD) |Coast” (N) (TVPG) Coast” (R) (TVPG) Fights Back (N) (TVPG) Ten (N) Lunch” (TVPG) |(R) (TV14)
ESPN  |31/28/2 College Baskethall North Carolina Tar Heels vs Duke Blue Devils (Live) [SportsCenter (HD) Midnight M (N) \Fastbreak (HD) |SportsCenter (HD) SportsCenter (HD)
HIST 37/37|Ice Road Truckers (R) (TVPG) \Modern Marvels (R) (TVPG) How the Earth Was Made (R) (TVPG) (HD) Life After People Return of the buffalo & clear air. (R) (TVPG) (HD)
FAM 39|31 “Bring It On” (‘00) Kirsten Dunst. Cheerleaders prepare for competition. | %2 “Bring It On Again” (‘04) Two girls become college cheerleaders. | %2 “Meet the Parents” (‘00) Man meets his girlfriend’s parents.
& NICK _ [40|42|Drake (R) (TVY) [Drake (R) (TVY) [Drake (R) (TVY) [Drake (R) (TVY) liCarly (TVY7) |Naked (N) IDrake (R) (TVY) |Guide (TVY7) |Lopez (HD)  [Lopez (HD) |Bel-Air (TVG) |Bel-Air (TVG)
Tl Brdsan LIFE 51|19 % “The Good Mother” (06) [ “Two Can Play That Game” Woman tries to stop wandering boyfriend. “40 Days and 40 Nights” (‘02) The vow to abstain from sex for 40 days, Your Mama Don’t Dance
AKEW  |52|44|“Matchstick Men” (‘03) Nicolas Cage. Con artist tries to be a parent. \*** “Die Hard: With a Vengeance” (‘95) Bruce Willis. \Flip House (R) |Flip This House (R) (TV G)
o TNT 54]26/k k2 “M: 1-2" [k "2 “Air Force One” (97, Thriller) Harrison Ford. The President’s plane s hijacked. (R) [“The Bourne Supremacy” (‘04) Blamed for murder by CIA, Bourne runs.| % “Doom” (‘05, Action)
J o h n 1 S R e a I r TBS 55|34 %% “Kicking & Screaming” (‘05) "2 “Bad News Bears” (‘05) Alcoholic coaches kids’ baseball team. [“The Mask” (‘94) Jim Carrey. A mask gives a downtrodden man powers.
p AMC  |67]18 %% “Volcano” (97, Drama) Tommy Lee Jones. % % “Troy” (‘04, Action) Brad Pitt, Eric Bana. This film follows the assault on Troy by the united Greek forces. (R) [“Young Guns”
specializing in German auto repair cTV __|_[That News Show Whatever The Next Great Chef “Wednesday’s Child” (‘07) (NR) (TVPG) The E! True Hollywood Story Profiles the trials and tribulations of
CHEK 6 (TVPG) Happenedto..? some of the higgest names in Hollywood. (TVPG)
. . B News Hour (N Global Currents Mutant X Genetic mutantsare  |Painkiller Jane Woman with Pre True Pul News Final Saturday Night
208 McKenzie Ave Since 1985 c‘ﬂlns | ® released. (TVPG) special abilities in agency. (TV14) Dantgt;i,erous Murder v Live ([V14)|%HD)
(360) 733-1982 IND __|_|Speakers Corner|The Role “ Fell |Stargate Atlantis “Common The Murdoch Mysteries “Body |2 “One Way Out” (‘02, Thriller) Homicide cop must settlehis ~ [The Role “I Fell |Pink Planet
CKvu 10 In Love” Ground” (TVPG) (HD) Double” gambling debts by tralnlng aman to kill his wife. (R) In Love” “Montreal”






